
“ The boundary between beach 
and bar are cleverly blurred 
and the entire space feels like it 
is about the coast”
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In November 2000, Rennet PL (proprietors of the Mullaloo Beach 
Hotel) purchased the former Mullaloo Tavern (built in 1976), which was 
popular with locals, but was outdated and unsuited to its oceanfront 

positioning. Rennet saw the potential in the location (overlooking Tom 
Simpson Park and the pristine Mullaloo Beach) and recognised a niche 
in the area for a contemporary hotel with all-round appeal. Rennet 
ran the tavern for three years while planning for the redevelopment 
progressed, and construction took place over 21 months.
The revamped Mullaloo Beach Hotel features: The Panorama 
restaurant/bar, which is open seven days a week for lunch and dinner, 
and breakfast on weekends; The Oceanside Bar, which offers a relaxed 
atmosphere, nightlife and DJ entertainment five nights a week; and 12 
residential units. Further developments will include a bottle shop and 
a proposed café.
Proprietors Graham Brown and Warrick Spratling said although the 
potential of the site was evident from the beginning, they have 
been surprised by how quickly the new hotel has taken off: “Our aim 
was to create a modern and sophisticated hotel with quality cuisine 
while maintaining a community friendly atmosphere, and we are 
thrilled to see how readily the WA public has embraced the Mullaloo 
Beach Hotel.”

Design

Perth has historically had some extraordinary venues on its beaches. 
Somehow the ’80s and the ’90s saw all that go down the gurgler. Now 
with the likes of Mullaloo, the notion of the ‘Village by the Beach’ is 
well and truly back on the map. Certainly that was the thinking of 
Hotel’s architects, Perrine Architecture.
The architecture is completely influenced by its location. Inside is 
outside and outside is brought inside. The boundary between beach 
and bar are cleverly blurred and the entire space feels like it is about 
landscape and the coast. 
The colours and materials are directly influenced and based on the 
Western Australian beach scene. From the sea spray greens to the 
gentle curve of the bar, every element of the Mullaloo Beach Hotel is 
inspired by the crashing waves and the powder-soft sand. 
Architect Jean-mic Perrine is a stickler for form, colour, texture and 
precession of detail. At the MBH, these characteristics create a 
uniquely Western Australian beach experience for the patrons. 

Audiovisuals

To complement the spacious and modern interiors of the Mullaloo 
Beach Hotel, a new audiovisual system was required that was at once 
discrete, yet flexible and high performing. Being right on the beach, 
the system needed to create a relaxed atmosphere during the day 
and early evening, then cater for a younger crowd at night and into 
the weekend.
“With a Nightlife Music Video system as the main feature, as well as 
DJs and small acoustic-style bands performing over the weekend, 
we were faced with the challenge of providing subtle and visually 
pleasing speakers that could provide a full, warm sound with even 
coverage throughout the venue, regardless of what was being 
played,” explains Jeff Georgiou, Managing Director of Mega Vision 
Sound & Lighting, the company which designed and installed the 
Audio Visual system. “In the end, we chose Turbosound Impact 50 
speakers and Turbosound low-profile subwoofers for the job, as they 
are proven performers that provide an incredibly large and smooth 
sound for such a small box.”

Venues in Perth’s northern coastal region are again taking 
advantage of the beautiful beaches. One pub leads the way.
Text: Cat Strom

Mullaloo Beach Hotel
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